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ent listen. Princes cannot too often recollect that
English America enjoins all governments to be just and
sage, if governors do not wish to rule over deserts.

Abolish, SIRE, the traites foraines* and the droits d* au-
baine.\ Of what benefit to you can such remains of
feudal barbarism be? Do not wait for a system of reci-
procity, which never has any other effect than that of
longer detaining nations in a state of folly and warfare.
That which is good for the prosperity of any country
needs no reciprocity. Objections of this kind are but
the foolish objections of vanity. Should the tyranny
which is exercised over man and property in one State
be to the loss of another, this is an additional reason
why the latter should put an end to such absurd cus-
toms. Similar absurdities, perhaps, have obliged its own
subjects to seek their fortune elsewhere, and have even
made them forbear to return and bring the fruits of
their labors back to the country that gave them birth.
As nothing is wanting but that some one should begin,
how noble, how worthy is it of a great King to be first 1
Your commercial subjects who are somewhat wealthy
could not acquire their wealth at home, they were obliged
to seek it in foreign countries; who, therefore, SIRE, is
more interested than you are to set the example of abo-
lition, where to exact is so atrocious? Have England and
Holland waited to renounce such rights till you should
have renounced them in their behalf?

One of the most urgent changes which demands your
attention, and which a word may accomplish, is a law to
restore to the plebeians the liberty to purchase patrician
lands, with all their annexed rights. The execution
of the strange decree by which they were deprived of
this liberty has been so iniquitously inflicted that, if a
patrician estate was sold for debt, and a plebeian was
desirious of paying all the creditors^ with an additional
sum to the debtor, he was not allowed so to do, without
an express order from the King. This order was gener-

* The twentieth, levied on all merchandise entering or leaving the
kingdom.

f The seizure of the effects of foreigners who happen to die in the
kingdom.jus-
